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Introducing Jim Loy’s new Checkers font, a TrueType font for Windows, also available as a Postscript or TrueType font for Macintosh computers.

System requirements:  Checkers font works with laser or ink-jet printers, and probably looks nice with a 24-pin dot-matrix printer.  The font requires Microsoft Windows. And it requires a good word-processing program (such as Microsoft Word or Word Perfect), as the vertical line-spacing must be adjustable.

Installing the Checkers font into Windows:  If Windows is not up and running, run Windows (type WIN).  Run the CONTROL PANELS, from MAIN (You can pull down the menu WINDOW, to choose MAIN, then choose CONTROL PANELS).  Then choose FONTS, and choose ADD FONT, to add Checkers to your fonts.  Windows will probably tell you that it sees no fonts on C:.  Put the Checkers Font diskette into a diskette drive.  Use your mouse to change drives to A or B, whichever is the diskette drive that you have put the diskette into.  You should see the Checkers Regular font there.  Choose CHECKERS, press OK.  Once it’s done loading, choose CLOSE.  If you have problems, contact another Windows user, or call me, Jim Loy, 1(406)586-8622, or write to me at 1104 S. Montana, H7, Bozeman, MT 59715.

To reinstall into Windows:  If you need to reinstall this font into Windows, you must first REMOVE it from Windows.  At the above FONT control panel, choose REMOVE FONT, choose CHECKERS font, and remove it by choosing OK.  Windows will ask you if you are sure.  Choose YES, to remove the font.  Then go through the above INSTALLATION process to reinstall the font.

Typing a checkers position:  With this font, you type a checker position, right into your word processor.  This manual was printed, using Microsoft Word 6.0, Windows, and an Epson Laser Printer.  You type an A, and you get a A.  You type an E, and you get a E.  Then you can just type the position.  Or you can edit a previously typed position, by just replacing the squares that you want to change.

Let’s type the opening position:
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To the right, I’ve shown you the letters that I actually typed.  For this manual, I’ve typed a little “s”, to represent a space.  You would use a “space” instead.  You can choose your pieces from this list (two styles and two sizes):

ABCDMNOP
abcdmnop
 A  B C  D M  N  O  P
 a   b  c   d  m  n   o  p
You can also fine-tune your diagrams to your tastes, or your printer.  Diagrams of different sizes may need to be fine tuned, as certain shadings of the dark squares may not show up well on certain sized diagrams.  And you can put numbers in the squares, and draw a border around the diagram.  Also, this diagram is too tall, for its width.  This manual will show you how to adjust that, under TOO TALL (page 5).

Black squares:  If we don’t like the shading of the black squares, we can choose shadings from the following list:

12 point:
EFGHIJefghijkl


E  F  G H  I  J  e  f   g  h  I   j  k   l

14 point:
EFGHIJefghijkl


E  F  G H  I  J  e  f   g  h  I   j  k   l

16 point:
EFGHIJefghijkl


E  F  G H  I  J  e  f   g  h  I   j  k   l

18 point:
EFGHIJefghijkl


E  F  G H  I  J  e  f   g  h  I   j  k   l

20:

EFGHIJefghijkl


E  F  G H  I  J  e  f   g  h  I   j  k  l

22:

EFGHIJefghijkl


E  F  G H  I  J  e  f   g  h  I   j  k  l

24:

EFGHIJefghijkl


E  F  G H  I  J  e  f   g  h  I   j  k  l

26:
EFGHIJefghijkl

E  F  G H  I  J  e  f   g  h  I   j  k  l

28:EFGHIJefghijkl

E  F  G H  I  J  e  f   g  h  I   j  k  l

As you can see, different shading produces undesirable results at different sizes.  The dot-pattern l doesn’t even show up on this printer, for most of the font sizes.

You may want to experiment with typing your diagrams extra large, on a separate page.  Then you can reduce them on a photocopier, and physically paste them into a hard copy of your document.

For our dark squares, let’s choose E or l:
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I replaced all of the J’s with E’s and then the E’s with l’s, using the word processor’s REPLACE function.  I replace the pieces too.
Empty squares are typed with spaces.  Word Perfect for Windows will provide its own narrow space, messing up the diagram.  Choose LAYOUT, TYPESETTING, WORD SPACING, NORMAL, to get back the wide space that I designed.  You will have to do this for every diagram, as that particular LAYOUT option doesn’t seem to COPY.

Borders:  Let’s put a border around the position.  We type these letters (small letters for a narrow border):
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Again, I show the letters that I’ve actually typed, with an “s” to represent a space.

Too tall:  We have a problem with our border.  The vertical borders have gaps.  This is because our word processor makes the vertical spacing larger than the characters that I designed.  We need to adjust the vertical spacing.  With Microsoft Word, we choose FORMAT, PARAGRAPH, SPACING, BEFORE 7 (varies with the font size), MULTIPLE 0.5.  Experimentation should provide the ideal combination.  Other word processors have their own methods.  The results:
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Some reasoning involving Microsoft Word:  The font size that I chose was 16.  The vertical spacing is more than 16.  We want it to be 16.  The option FORMAT, PARAGRAPH, SPACING, MULTIPLE 0.5 (half spacing) makes the vertical spacing more than 8 (half of 16).  I add 7 to it (with BEFORE 7), hoping that that will make the vertical spacing really close to 16.  I can experiment with 6.5 or 7.5 to see which I like better.

Using Word Perfect 5.1 for Windows, I chose LAYOUT, LINE HEIGHT, FIXED, and chose the fraction of an inch height, by experimentation.

Sample files:  I’ve included two sample files on the Checkers Font diskette, CH_WORD.DOC for Microsoft Word and CH_WP.DOC for Word Perfect.  These files contain empty diagrams of several sizes, formatted for Word and Word Perfect.  If you have trouble formatting your diagrams, you can COPY one of mine into your document.  Open the appropriate sample file.  Select the diagram that you want, with your mouse.  Choose EDIT, COPY.  Close the sample file, and open your document.  Position the cursor where you want to place the diagram. And choose EDIT, PASTE.  If you are using Word Perfect, you will still have to make the spaces normal, by choosing LAYOUT, TYPE-SETTING, WORD SPACING, NORMAL, as shown above.

Numbered board:  Let’s add numbers to the squares.  

The routine is:  Position the cursor at the right side of the square, using the mouse.  Type the number.  The tens digit is typed with the shift-key held down, however.  So 24 is typed with @4.

First I’ll just do three of the squares (6, 11, 31):
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I positioned my cursor at the right side of square 6, and typed “6”.  I could have typed a “7” there, and confused you.  Instead, I typed the right number.  For square 11, I couldn’t type “11” because the two 1’s would end up on top of each other.  My numbered board feature overprints, so that it won’t change the spacing of the diagram.  So, I’ve made it work by making you use a shift-1 (!) for the left “1”, and a simple “1” for the right “1”.  So, to type 11, I instead type “!1”.  Similarly, I typed 31 with a shift-3 (#1), and a 20 would  have a shift-2 (@0).

The entire board:
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Problems or suggestions:  If you have problems or suggestions, contact me, Jim Loy, 1104 S. Montana, H7, Bozeman, MT 59715 [phone: 1(406)586-8622].
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